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WINEMAKER

Ketevan Hubert

NOTES

A well-balanced wine with light tannins
and aromas of blackberries, cherries,
and banana.
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THE WINEMAKER

Tilisma Winery is run by Ketevan Hubert, who transformed a piece of
her family’s vineyard into something genuinely modern, yet deeply
Georgian. From the outside, the winery feels like a family estate, but
step into their qvevri cellar, and you’ll see the magic: old-school clay

vessels, sitting quietly beneath the surface, gently fermenting the
region’s iconic grapes.

Tilisma is fully committed to organic farming, with their 7 hectares of
vines hand-tended and harvested. The wines are made with minimal
intervention, meaning what you taste is what the grape, and the land,
intended. These wines are perfect for anyone looking to dive deeper
into Georgia’s unique winemaking culture. And the name “Tilisma”?
It means “talisman”, a nod to protection, mystery, and maybe a bit of
winemaking magic.

ABOUT THE WINE

Saperavi is the mothership of Georgian red wine, locally called “black
wine” for its deep blood-red opaqueness. Some call it “liquid food,”
being rich in antioxidants and for its full-bodiness. Its profile ranges

from smoked red fruits and leather to licorice and tobacco and is
traditionally high in tannins. For these reasons, Tilisma experimented
with creating a lighter saperavi that still holds all the Georgian
character.

The 2023 Saperavi was made by carbonic maceration, air locked for 10
days, then pressed into qvevri to finish the fermentation. Aged it in
qvevri for 7 months before bottling. This resulted in a more well-
balanced wine.

THE VINEYARD

2023 was a disastrous year for Georgian grapes across the country due
to unseasonal rains and fluctuation in temperatures. In Kakheti, the reds
mostly survived, except for the victims of hail. This wine proved lucky,
as it was harvested a day before a huge hail storm tore up Velistsikhe.

The grapes come from the Velistsikhe vineyard in the Mukuzani PDO
for saperavi, which was planted in 2018, so it’s still young. Mukuzani is
associated with riper, more spirited flavors.



